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gloss over or cover up its mistakes. 
And like any huge bureaucracy, it al-
ways wants to expand its mission and 
get more and more money. 

Counting our regular appropriations 
bills, plus the supplemental appropria-
tions, we will spend more than $750 bil-
lion on our military in the next fiscal 
year. This is more than all the other 
nations of the world combined spend on 
their defense. 

The GAO tells us that we presently 
have $50 trillion in unfunded future 
pension liabilities on top of our na-
tional debt of almost $9 trillion. If we 
are going to have any hope of paying 
our military pensions and Social Secu-
rity and other promises to our own 
people, we cannot keep giving so much 
to the Pentagon. 

No matter how much we respect our 
military and no matter how much we 
want to show our patriotism, we need 
to realize that there is waste in all 
huge bureaucracies, even in the De-
fense Department. 

There is a reason why we have always 
believed in civilian leadership of our 
Defense Department. The admirals and 
generals will always say things are 
going great, because it is almost like 
saying they are doing a bad job if they 
say things are not doing well and the 
military people know they can keep 
getting big increases in funding if they 
are involved all over the world. 

However, it is both unconstitutional 
and unaffordable for us to be the po-
liceman of the world and carry on civil-
ian government functions in and for 
other countries. National defense is 
necessary and vital. International de-
fense by the U.S. is unnecessary and 
harmful in many ways. 

Now we are engaged in a war in Iraq 
that is very unpopular with a big ma-
jority of the American people. More 
importantly, every poll of Iraqis them-
selves shows that 78 to 80 percent of 
them want us to leave, except in the 
Kurdish areas. 

They want our money, but they do 
not want us occupying Iraq. Surely, we 
are not adopting a foreign policy that 
forces us on other people, one that says 
we are going to run Iraq even if the 
people there want us to leave. A major-
ity of the Iraqi Parliament has now co-
sponsored a bill asking us to leave. 

It is sure not traditional conserv-
atism to carry on a war in a country 
that did not attack us, did not even 
threaten to attack us, and was not 
even capable of attacking us. And it is 
sure not traditional conservatism to 
believe in world government even if 
run by the U.S. 

Our war in Iraq has greatly damaged 
the Republican Party and conservatism 
in general. Even though this war has 
gone against every traditional conserv-
ative view, especially fiscal conserv-
atism, it is seen by most as a conserv-
ative war. Even worse than the damage 
it has done to my party and a philos-
ophy I believe in very deeply is the 
harm it has done to our relations with 
other countries, especially other coun-

tries in the Middle East. But worst of 
all, of course, is the fact that so many 
young Americans have been killed and 
horribly wounded in a very unneces-
sary war. 

President Bush when he ran for office 
in 2000 campaigned strongly against 
nation building. Unfortunately, that is 
what we have been doing in Iraq. The 
President in 2000 said what we needed 
was a more humble foreign policy. 
That is what we needed then, and it is 
what we need now. 

William F. Buckley, often called the 
godfather of conservatism, summed it 
up best in a column he wrote almost 2 
years ago: ‘‘A respect for the power of 
the United States is engendered by our 
success in engagements in which we 
take part. A point is reached when te-
nacity conveys not steadfastness of 
purpose but misapplication of pride. It 
can’t reasonably be disputed that if in 
the year ahead the situation in Iraq 
continues about as it has done in the 
past year, we will have suffered more 
than another 500 soldiers killed. Where 
there had been skepticism about our 
venture, there will be contempt.’’ That 
was William F. Buckley in 2005, and the 
key point there, he said ‘‘a point is 
reached when tenacity conveys not 
steadfastness of purpose but misappli-
cation of pride.’’ 
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BALANCED TRADE NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, last Fri-
day it was announced that the Demo-
cratic leadership had struck a deal 
with the administration and the United 
States Trade Representative regarding 
how this country will approach trade 
agreements with other nations. 

While very few have seen the actual 
text of what this deal looks like, many 
of us in Congress have concerns as to 
how these new standards on labor and 
environment will realistically and ef-
fectively be enforced. 

As a member of the newly elected 
class of 2006, I was elected to help 
change the course of this country, to 
help change our Nation’s trade policy 
in particular, a policy that cuts the 
legs out from under American workers 
and places our industries at a competi-
tive disadvantage. It threatens our 
quality of life and our global environ-
ment at the same time. 

We are now operating under a flawed 
model; and until that model is fixed, 
our Nation’s jobs and the livelihoods of 
our constituents in Wisconsin and else-
where are in jeopardy. 

As we have seen in our trade with 
China, we have been unable, unable to 
stop illegal subsidies, unable to stop il-
legal dumping and blatant violations of 
basic human labor rights and environ-
mental standards. What will we Ameri-
cans have to give up next? 

Trade deals in the past were flawed, 
and the ones still being negotiated 
must show promise of helping Amer-
ican workers, of helping their families 
and American communities. 

I believe that John Sweeney, presi-
dent of the AFL–CIO, put it clearly in 
his statement when he said about a 
new deal: ‘‘Our trade policy will not be 
fixed overnight. The Bush administra-
tion’s consistent unwillingness to en-
force trade violations against nations 
like Jordan and China remind us there 
is no guarantee the executive branch 
will enforce any new rights workers 
may gain through these negotiations, 
and President Bush has negotiated 
flawed agreements with gross human 
rights violator Colombia and a losing, 
one-sided agreement with South 
Korea.’’ 

My friends, it is time that the United 
States of America begins shipping our 
values overseas and not our jobs. It is 
time for America to take back our rich 
history of manufacturing, of making 
things. After all, if we don’t make any-
thing, we won’t have anything. What 
everyone in Wisconsin is asking for is 
balanced trade, and we need it now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE of Texas). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

HONORING MAGGIE RODRIGUEZ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize Maggie Rodriguez, 
who recently accepted the lead anchor 
role on the nationally televised CBS 
‘‘Saturday Early Show.’’ Maggie has 
been covering south Florida with CBS’s 
local affiliate, CBS 4, for 7 years. As a 
news anchor on the 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
newscasts, Maggie has delivered news 
to millions of people in my community 
on a regular basis since the year 2000. 

Maggie is a product of south Florida 
who has distinguished herself in her 
chosen field of journalism. She at-
tended Our Lady of Lourdes Academy, 
located in the heart of my congres-
sional district. In 1991, she graduated 
from the University of Miami, my alma 
mater. As a fellow south Floridian, I 
am very proud to honor Maggie on her 
many achievements. She is moving to 
New York, but she will always be wel-
comed in her hometown. 

Her husband, Michael, is the general 
manager of Telemundo’s local affiliate 
in Miami. I am sure that Maggie will 
continue to spend significant time 
down home in south Florida. 

Since beginning her career with 
Univision in 1991, Maggie’s warm per-
sonality, coupled with her strong work 
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ethic, has made her very successful. 
She has delivered breaking news on a 
number of notable stories throughout 
the years. She has extensive experience 
covering natural disasters. Before tak-
ing over as news anchor on CBS 4, 
Maggie reported on earthquakes and 
mudslides with KABC in Los Angeles. 
With CBS 4, she has, unfortunately, 
covered numerous hurricanes. Like any 
newscaster in south Florida, the long 
hurricane season every year has kept 
Maggie busy. 

When hurricanes hit our region, local 
newscasters play a pivotal role in help-
ing residents prepare and recover from 
hurricane damage. Oftentimes, they 
provide around-the-clock coverage. 
Most recently, Maggie did outstanding 
work reporting on Hurricane Wilma 
which severely impacted our region in 
the year 2005. 

Maggie will be moving to New York 
where she spent significant time re-
porting for CBS 4 in the aftermath of 9/ 
11. Maggie was noticed by CBS execu-
tives for her coverage of this year’s 
Super Bowl in Miami. This led to guest 
appearances on the ‘‘Saturday Early 
Show’’ and eventually to a full-time 
position on this program. 

Maggie is a great role model also for 
Hispanic girls in our community. She 
received the Young Hispanic Leader-
ship Award from the Hispanic Heritage 
Council for both her professional ac-
complishments as well as her efforts in 
strong community service. 

As a local news anchor, she has be-
come an active member of our commu-
nity, lending a helping hand to those in 
need. Her professional portfolio has 
garnered several awards, including six 
Emmys, along with two Edward R. 
Murrow awards. 

She will be missed by so many people 
who tune in every afternoon and 
evening to watch her on CBS 4. How-
ever, we look forward to watching her 
on Saturday mornings nationwide. Her 
pleasant personality makes her ideal 
for this new role. 

Once again, I congratulate Maggie 
Rodriguez as she begins this new chap-
ter in her life. She truly deserves the 
recognition she has received, and now 
millions of Americans across the coun-
try will have the opportunity to watch 
her on Saturday morning. 

Godspeed, Maggie. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING GOVERNOR JAMES 
HUNT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today with Congressmen 
JONES, PRICE, WATT, ETHERIDGE, MCIN-
TYRE, MILLER and SHULER, all of North 
Carolina, to honor and observe the 70th 
birthday of our four-term Governor of 
North Carolina, the Honorable James 
B. Hunt, Jr. 

Over the years my long-time and 
dear friend, Governor Hunt, has suc-
cessfully dedicated so much of himself 
to public service. He is a man of im-
mense vision with an extraordinary 
ability to implement his vision with 
great results. That vision has often 
been focused on education. 

Governor Hunt’s list of accomplish-
ments is long and highly distinguished 
in the area of education. He led efforts 
to establish the State’s primary read-
ing program. He also spearheaded the 
efforts to reduce class sizes and prevent 
students from dropping out of school. 
Governor Hunt assumed the lead role 
in establishing the State’s school of 
science and mathematics, the Micro-
electronics Center of North Carolina, 
and the North Carolina Biotechnology 
Center. 

Smart Start, which was established 
under Governor Hunt’s leadership, has 
become a nationally recognized and 
award-winning public-private partner-
ship that ensures that children enter 
school healthy and ready to succeed. 
The program helps provide quality 
child care, health care and family sup-
port for every child in need, and there 
are now 14 States using this model. 

Governor Hunt also assisted with es-
tablishing one of the most rigorous ap-
proaches to measuring student per-
formance, requiring mastery before 
promotion and graduation, and pro-
viding assistance to turn around failing 
schools. 

He did not allow these initiatives, or 
any of the many others he headed, to 
stand alone after he signed them into 
law. Instead, he demanded follow- 
through and results, and he got them. 
A study by the RAND Corporation 
found that our public schools raised 
their test scores more than any other 
State in the 1990s. 

Governor Hunt’s strong-held belief 
that the key to a quality education is 
great teaching has benefited students 
well beyond North Carolina’s borders. 
In fact, it has benefited students and 
teachers throughout our Nation. 

As the founding Chair for the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards, Governor Hunt was a driv-
ing force in fulfilling the promise of 
improving student achievement by 
raising the standards. Today, virtually 
every State and more than 25 percent 
of all school districts offer financial re-
wards or incentives for teachers seek-
ing certification. 

Madam Speaker, the economic value 
of an education and knowledge was 
well understood by Governor Hunt long 
before people started talking about its 
central role in the global economy. 

Madam Speaker, Governor Hunt has 
also led the way in opening up the 

Democratic Party of our State to full 
participation by minority citizens. As 
Governor, Governor Jim Hunt ap-
pointed many African American law-
yers to the trial bench and appellate 
court benches to hold positions that 
had been virtually impossible for them 
to otherwise obtain. Many of them now 
serve as judges with distinction, and it 
was Governor Hunt who made that hap-
pen. 

In closing, we are honored today to 
recognize this great man of conviction, 
principle, and exceptional character on 
such a joyous occasion. I ask you to 
join us in congratulating the ‘‘Edu-
cation Governor,’’ the Honorable 
James B. Hunt, Jr., on his 70th birth-
day, and in wishing him and his wife, 
Carolyn, many more years of happiness 
and accomplishment. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MICHAUD addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A message in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

b 1615 

VERMONTERS SPEAK OUT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to report on an effort in 
Vermont that honors the tradition of 
Vermonters speaking out on issues of 
conscience. Vermonters take public 
service, political integrity and citizen 
involvement extremely seriously. This 
is a tradition that dates back to our 
earliest days when Vermont became 
the very first State to ban slavery. 

But with rising alarm, Vermont has 
watched abuse of power and a disregard 
for checks and balances in Washington 
that has occurred over the past 6 years. 

b 1615 
Vermonters have such extraordinary 

concern, particularly with the prosecu-
tion of this war in Iraq, that many are 
now actually calling for the President 
and the Vice President to be im-
peached. 

Impeachment is a dramatic position, 
but it reflects the collective judgment 
of many in Vermont that we are in ex-
treme circumstances. Madam Speaker, 
I do not believe that impeachment is 
the answer, but I endorse the indict-
ment of the policies of the current ad-
ministration. 

What this Nation has experienced 
over the past 6 years has been stag-
gering: a war in its fifth year that was 
justified based on false intelligence; 
the politicization of our Nation’s top 
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